
Mobility Authority. The County Commissioners in 
Williamson and Travis County each appoint three members 
to the Board, and the Governor appoints the Chairman. 
Board members are volunteers who serve two-year terms 

and receive no compensation for their 
work. The Board hires an Executive 
Director who then employs a staff to run 
the organization. The Mobility Authority 
currently employs a small staff of 15 
individuals.

In addition to the 183A project, the 
Mobility Authority has also started 
construction on the Manor Expressway, 
a 6.2-mile toll road that is being 
constructed in the median of US 290 
east of US 183. The agency has also 
been developing plans for the MoPac 
Improvement Project, which would 
involve constructing Express Lanes on 
the MoPac Expressway from Parmer 
Lane south to downtown Austin. A 
number of other critical projects are also 

in the early stages of development including improvements 
to the “Y” in Oak Hill and to US 183 and SH 71 around 
Austin Bergstrom Airport. 

While many folks have been led to believe that the toll 
roads in Central Texas are owned and operated by a foreign 
company, nothing could be further from the truth. All of 
the currently operating toll roads in Central Texas are 
owned and operated by government 
agencies. SH 45, SH 130 and Loop 1 
toll roads are under the control of the 
Texas Department of Transportation, but 
183A, which runs through Cedar Park 
and Leander, is actually run by a local 
government agency, the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority. 

Williamson and Travis Counties 
created the Mobility Authority in 
2002. Under state law, the Mobility 
Authority has the power to implement 
a wide range of transportation 
projects encompassing all modes of 
transportation. To date, the Mobility 
Authority has focused most of its efforts 
on building toll roads, but it has also 
been developing bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities and supporting a study of commuter rail serving 
portions of eastern Williamson and Travis Counties. 

A seven member Board of Directors oversees the 
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Leander Business Circle 

Meeting Schedule

Sept. 9, 2010

Oct. 14, 2010

8:00 - 10 AM

FREE Networking

Pat Bryson Hall

(201 N. Brushy Street)

Call 512-528-2852 

or 512-259-1907

Calling Leander Entrepreneurs 

Own a business in Leander? Thinking about starting a new business in Leander? If 
you answered “yes” to either of these questions we invite you to join the Leander 
Business Circle. Membership is FREE. Join us the 2nd Thursday of each month to 
meet other business owners, learn what is happening in Leander and discover how 
the Greater Leander Chamber of Commerce and Leander Business Circle can help 
your business succeed. No RSVP required, just come prepared with business cards. 

If you are an entrepreneur in the Leander area call 512-528-2852 or 512-259-1907 
for more information.

en•tre•pre•neur n. 
A person who organizes, operates, and assumes the risk for a business venture

Who’s Running Those Toll Roads?

Leander had the 37th fast-

est growing population 

from 2000-2009 out of 

19,508 ‘civil divisions/ 

incorporated places.’
(US Census Bureau)

eye ON
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TM

Kirk D. Clennan

Kirk D. Clennan (Friend)

Leander Economic Development
Department (Fan)

leanderecondev

mary@leandercc.org

Leander Chamber (Friend)

Greater Leander Chamber
of Commerce (Fan)

leanderchamber

Become a Friend, Fan or both

Increasing Productivity 

in Your Home Office

Utilizing your home for office space, or 
to run a business, creates different kinds 
of challenges not necessarily directly 
related to the actual work of the business 
However, if you do intend to make a 
living out of your home-based business, 
then you need to be professional in the 
set up and use of your home office. 

Convenience, efficiency and comfort 
should drive nearly every aspect of your 
home office, including equipment, furni- 
ture, communication tools and services.

Trivial as it may seem, focusing on 
the location of your office space, in addi-
tion to its design and set up, can greatly 
contribute to productivity. Consider 
noise, distractions, lighting and air qual-
ity which will impact your privacy and 
ability to concentrate and work. 

Don’t overlook the necessity of 
developing a work schedule. One of the 
biggest misconception about working 
from home is that it is not as demand-
ing as any regular office job. Truth is, it 
requires more attention and work on your 
part. Creating a schedule helps provide 
organization and time management, both 
of which are essential to become produc-
tive with work at home. It also allows 
you to balance work and family. 

Know your priorities and apply the 
80/20 rule. Spend 80% of your time gen-
erating cash flow (billable time) and 20% 
on non-billable activities, and outsource 
the rest.

Lastly, avoid overwork and burnout. 
Learn to give yourself a break to main-
tain performance and productivity. 

Upcoming Chamber

Guest Speakers

July 27 Kirk Clennan 

 Leander Economic Dev.

Aug. 24 Senator John Carter  

 US Congress

Sept. 28 Cynthia Long 

 Williamson Co. Commissioner

Home-based Business Growth, 

Success Trends

Thinking of starting a business, i.e., a home-based business? If so, you 
are in good company. The home-based business market continues to 
grow despite the economy. For those unemployed or uncertain about their 
job security, a home-based business, whether full- or part-time, is worth 
investigating. 

For starters, the number of home-based businesses in the U.S. ranges 
up to 38 million according to U.S. Census statistics. More astounding 
is the success rate of these home-based businesses although difficult to 
track. Home-based businesses have an estimated 70% success rate for at 
least a three-year period compared to 29% for ventures outside the home. 
The higher success rate is due to the ability for home-businesses to be 
operated part-time around a day job. 

In addition to home business activity, more than 34 million U.S. 
households have active home offices according to the research firm IDC. 
And, these numbers are growing. 

Leander is pro-home-based business and offers opportunities to con-
nect with community leaders and promote your business through net-
working. The Leander Business Circle, which began in 2005, meets the 
second Tues. of each month. See pgs. 1 and 4 for dates, time and location.

Adventures in Management,

Two Part Workshop

The Greater Leander Chamber is pleased to present Attorney Judy Os-
borne for a two-part business seminar, “Adventures in Management.” 

 Part I Labor Laws A to Z Sept. 10, 2010

 Part II Wage and Hour Boot Camp Sept. 24, 2010

Every business owner and manager needs a working knowledge of the 
laws relating to hiring, managing, coaching, and terminating employees 
(Part I), and how to lawfully categorize and compensate employees (Part 
II). Classes will be held at the Leander Public Library, Conference Room 
C (1011 S. Bagdad Rd.) from 8:30 - 11 am. Cost is $30 per class or $50 
for the entire workshop. Registration is due by Sept. 8, 2010. For more 
information contact Debra or Mary at the Chamber at 259-1907 or visit 
www.leandercc.org. Sponsorship opportunities also available.
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Shop Local Businesses
Buy local from our growing Business Directory. This is a sampling of the 
many products and services available. Visit our website for more great
businesses at www.LeanderBusinessCircle.com.
 Business Name Service/Product Contact

 ACN Newspapers Leander Newspaper, Advertising 512-267-4449
 Advantage AV Professional Audio 512-740-1211
 Advisors Choice Network Risk Free Advertising 512-697-9721
 Allstate Insurance 512-259-7444
 ARS & Company Repair Alternators, etc. 512-966-4318
 Assebilities, Inc. Accountants / Tax 512-284-6992
 B & B Body & Paint Collision Repair 512-690-9020
 Beyond the Big Day Wedding Planning 512-637-1007
 B’s Best Interior Designs Interior Decorating 512-791-7730
 Bullseye Tech Support Computer Repair 512-667-6467
 BumperRx Plastic Bumper Repair 512-454-3330
 Cedar Park Signs Signs 512-267-2022
 Coldwell Banker Realtor 512-289-0672
 Destination Graphix Graphic Design & Marketing Comm 512-260-7886
 DMS & Associates Accounting 512-366-8529
 Ed Kelley Photography Photographer 512-986-5519
 Edward Jones Financial Services 512-259-7156
 Farmers Insurance Insurance 512-293-2556
 Freeze Home Insp. Home Inspections 512-260-8825
 Fused Art Fused Art 512-259-1484
 Hudson’s Jewelers Jewelry 512-259-8811
 Isagenix Weight Loss 512-260-1870
 KDA Prospect Painting Exterior Specialist 512-259-7619
 Keller Williams Realtor 512-567-1949
 Leander Signs Signs 512-528-0887
 Mary Kay Cosmetics Cosmetics 972-342-6334
 Master Screen Graphics Embroidery, etc 512-259-1421
 Minuteman Press Printing, Graphic Design 512-259-7610
 Open My World Therapeutic riding 512-259-6665
 PostNet Printing & Shipping 512-637-6080
 Primerica Financial Planning 512-565-0835
 RF Insurance Masters Health & Life Insurance 512-565-7369
 Shaklee Independent Distributor Healthy & Wellness 512-630-1863
 Sierra Air A/C and Heat 512-267-0187
 Syndicate Audio AV Installation 512-740-1218
 Tejas Lawn Care Lawn / Landscape 512-656-5892
 The Adequate Snack Caterer / Chef 512-267-1957
 The Mangold Group CPA Firm 512-327-0909
 Total Pool & Spa Pools 512-260-7854
 Tovar Construction Construction 512-350-3818
 Trintronix Web Development 512-589-0668
 Tutor Doctor In Home Tutoring 512-731-6893 

See more business services and resources at www.LeanderBusinessCircle.com

Business Resources

Williamson County Clerk’s Office

Assumed Name DBA filing

512-943-1515

Small Business Development Center 

www.business.txstate.edu/sbdc
512-716-4826

SCORE

Service Corps of Retired Executives

www.scoreaustin.org
512-928-2425

The Better Business Bureau of  

Central and Southern Texas

www.centraltx.bbb.org
512-445-2911

Promote your business to 

Leander. We make it easy. 

Call 512-259-1907.

Distribution: 16,000 in Leander

© 2009. Eye On Leander™ is the Leander Business Circle’s 

bi-monthly business publication. For comments, questions or 

submissions contact one of the following sponsors or editor.

Kirk D. Clennan, CEcD 512-528-2852 

Dir., Economic Development kirk@ci.leander.tx.us
City of Leander www.leandertx.org

200 West Willis St.

Leander, TX  78641

Mary E. Bradshaw 512-259-1907

President contactus@leandercc.org
Greater Leander  www.leandercc.org

  Chamber of Commerce  

103 N. Brushy St.

Leander, TX 78641

Editor & Art Director 512-260-7886

Gabrielle Melisende info@
Destination Graphix destinationgraphix.com
P.O. Box 618  www.destinationgraphix.com

Leander, TX 78646
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200 West Willis St. 

Leander, TX  78641

www.leanderbusinesscircle.com

Business News, Tips and Resources from the Leander Business Circle

Join us for FREE Business Networking Sept. 9 and Oct. 14,  2010 - 8:00 AM

Jul/Aug 2010 Issue

Starting a Business? 
See Business Resources, p. 3

Promote Your Business in Leander’s Favorite 

Award-Winning Business Newsletter

Call 512-259-1907 now for advertising sponsorship information  

and availability. (Distribution is over 16,000 to Leander only.) 
The Leander Business Circle is co-sponsored by the City of Leander and the Greater Leander Chamber of Commerce.

Community Events  . . .

Congressman John Carter’s 

Annual Address - Aug 24

Congressman John Carter will deliver his sixth an-
nual State of the District Address (Williamson Co.) 
at the Greater Leander Chamber’s monthly meeting 
on Tues., Aug. 24, 2010. The Chamber will present 
a special breakfast in lieu of the standard luncheon 
at Dr. John’s Sport Center (1800 Clover Lane, Cedar 
Park) from 8 to 9:30 AM. Primary employers, small 
business owners, Chamber and Business Circle mem-
bers and the public are encouraged to attend. 

Call 512-259-1907 or email office@leandercc.org 
for information and to RSVP by Aug. 20. Cost is $10 
for Chamber members and $15 for future members.
Carter’s annual address is the only scheduled network meet-
ing for the month of August. All groups sponsored by the 
Greater Leander Chamber and City of Leander are deferred 
to this event.

Leander’s 3rd Annual Best 

Party Ever - Aug 27

Tickets on sale now! This year’s theme is “Mardi 
Gras” at The Mansion on Judge’s Hill. For tickets 
and sponsorship details call 512-259-1907 or visit 
www.leandercc.org.
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